Piezoelectric electrocardiographic artifact in a patient after surgery with bradycardia and hypotension.
A 64-year-old man was evaluated by a rapid response team for altered mental status shortly after an uncomplicated surgery. He was found to be hypotensive and bradycardic, and an emergent electrocardiogram showed extra "P" wave complexes, ultimately found to be piezoelectric artifacts from a fluid infusion pump. Equipment-related artifacts have been known to mimic arrhythmias prompting unnecessary therapeutic interventions including antiarrhythmics and direct current shocks. Timely recognition of the unusual properties of the complexes resulted in the avoidance of atropine, epinephrine, or transcutaneous pacing in a rapid response team scenario.